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NEWS RELEASE SUMMARY - February 12, 2007 

United States Attorney Carol C. Lam announced that Juan Mandujano-Castro and Moises Rivera-

Rendon were sentenced today in United States District Court in San Diego by the Honorable Willaim Q. 

Hayes based on their convictions for transporting illegal aliens.  Judge Hayes sentenced Mandujano-Castro 

and Rivera-Rendon to serve 60 months and 18 months in custody, respectively.  Judge Hayes also ordered 

each defendant to serve three years of supervised release following release from prison. 

According to court records, on September 25, 2006, Moises Rivera-Rendon guided a group of five 

illegal aliens, who he knew had no right to enter or remain in the United States, from Mexico to Jamul, 

California. Once within the United States, Moises Rivera-Rendon directed the aliens to get into the bed of 

a green Ford pickup-truck driven by Juan Mandujano-Castro, who also knew that the five aliens had no legal 

right to enter or remain in the United States.  The five aliens were in the bed of the pickup truck with a tarp 

over them but with no seat belts or safety restraints.  Border Patrol agents observed the truck and attempted 

to stop the vehicle. In an effort to flee from Border Patrol agents,  Mandujano-Castro drove at an extremely 



high rate of speed on a fully deflated tire, running through red lights, and striking multiple civilian vehicles.

 Agents followed from a distance but did not engage in a high-speed pursuit.  Mandujano-Castro’s flight 

ended near the intersection of Imperial Avenue and 36th Street, after losing his entire right front tire. 

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Christopher Ott, who prosecuted the case, the defendants each 

pled guilty to the charges in federal court on November 21, 2006. 

DEFENDANTS Case Number: 06CR2156-WQH 
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SUMMARY OF CHARGES 

Title 8, United States Code, Section1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) - Transporting Illegal Aliens 

AGENCY 

United States Border Patrol 


